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taken now, the difficulty both for the Committee and for
Gandhiji would have "been immense, the situation more
delicate. But as I have said God intervened.

The crisis in the shape of the collapse of one European
nation after another in quick succession came none too
soon, Gandhiji had waited in patience so long, trying to
steer a difficult course through rocks and breakers. He
had voluntarily accepted the position of the Generalissimo.
Was it wise ? The speeches at the Ramgarh Congress were
a mirror of the struggles of his soul. In private he had
implored the Working Committee and the Maulana to
relieve him of the position. It was simply with a view to
being able to render greater service to the Congress. "I
am putting upon myself an undue strain, but as it is not
yet a strain on my conscience, I shall continae to serve
you, if you will insist on my doing so. But it ds a terrible
strain, and I would implore you to free me. I should then
pursue my experiment of Ahimsa with absolute freedom."
I am quoting from memory, but that was the substance of
his entreaty to the Working Committee. And when they
did not relieve him he poured out the depths of his soul
in the two speeches at Ramgarh.

But the soul's impatience continued. Would the
Working Committee face. or quail before the coming
storm? Perhaps they were taken by surprise, but not
Gandhiji, The European situation had for him a lesson
that was unmistakably clear. "It fills me with the utmost
non-violence," he said. "I cannot think of a better thing
to offer to Britain and the defeated nations than non-
violence. It is impossible for me to enthuse over the deeds
of Hitler or of those who fought or failed to fight him.
There is nothing to choose between the victory of Hitler
and the defeat of others. But I have no doubt in my mind
that even a patched-up non-violent army would take the
wind out of Hitler's sails. I need not have his aeroplanes,
tanks, etc. He need not destroy our homes. Our non-violent
army would welcome him, and it may be that he would
not dare to come. I know that this may be a day-dream.
But I cannot belie the principle of a lifetime or wipe out
nay day-dreams of the past twenty years. If we have not